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The U.S. has finally entered the First World War and 
scheduled the first draft lottery. No one in Boynton, 
Oklahoma, is unaffected by the clash between rabid pro-
war, anti-immigrant "patriots" and anti-conscription 
socialists, who are threatening an uprising rather than 
submit to the draft.  

Alafair Tucker is caught in the middle when her brother, a 
union organizer for the Industrial Workers of the World, 
pays her a visit. Rob Gunn is fresh out of an internment 
camp for participants in an Arizona miners’ strike. He 
assures Alafair that he's only come to visit family, but she's 
not so sure. More unsettling, Alafair's eldest son enlists, 
and a group calling itself the “Knights of Liberty” vandalizes 
the farm of Alafair’s German-born son-in-law.  

Alafair’s younger son, 16-year-old Charlie, is wildly patriotic 
and horrified by his socialist uncle. With his father's 
permission Charlie takes a part-time war job at the Francis 
Vitric Brick Company. Soon several suspicious machine 
breakdowns delay production, and a couple of shift 
supervisors are murdered. Everyone in town suspects 
sabotage, some blaming German spies, others blaming 
the unionists and socialists. But Charlie Tucker is sure he 
knows who the culprit is and comes up with a plan to catch 
him red-handed. 

And then there is old Nick—a mysterious guy in a bowler 
hat who's been hanging around town.      
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http://www.poisonedpenpress.com/the-old-buzzard-had-it-coming/
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Donis Casey 

 
Donis Casey is the author of the Alafair 
Tucker Mysteries, including The Old Buzzard 
Had It Coming, Hornswoggled, The Drop 
Edge of Yonder, The Sky Took Him, Crying 
Blood, The Wrong Hill to Die On, and Hell 
With The Lid Blown Off. Donis has twice won 
the Arizona Book Award and has been a 
finalist for the Willa Award and the Oklahoma 
Book Award. Her first novel, The Old Buzzard 
Had It Coming, was named an Oklahoma 
Centennial Book. She lives in Tempe, Arizona.  
Readers can enjoy the first chapter of each 
book on her website.       

 

http://www.doniscasey.com/


Poisoned Pen Press 
Founded in 1997 by Robert Rosenwald (President and Publisher), 
Barbara Peters (Editor-in-Chief), and their daughter Susan Malling, 
Poisoned Pen Press is an independent publisher that delights in 
bringing you new mysteries each month.  Based in Scottsdale, 
Arizona, Poisoned Pen Press is one of the largest publishers of 
hardcover mysteries in the world. Our authors and staff of devoted 
mystery readers are what make us different. 

We all love finding and publishing new authors and books so that 
our readers can Discover Mystery!™ 

We’re proud that books from Poisoned Pen Press consistently 
receive positive and starred reviews from trade publications and 
the general press. Our books have won or been nominated for 
every major award in the mystery genre. 

In recognition of Barbara Peters’ and Robert Rosenwald’s 
contribution to the publishing industry, they received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the 2008 Bouchercon Crime and Mystery 
conference. Robert and Barbara were also given the Ellery Queen 
Award at the 2010 Mystery Writers of America’s annual dinner 
honoring “writing teams and outstanding people in the mystery-
publishing industry.” 
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